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Christmas is the time for giving gifts. God the Father gave the first gift. | don’t know if the
shepherds brought gifts or not, but the Magi certainly did, and expensive ones at that. (Matt.
2:11) Now here it is, over 2000 years later, and at Christmas we still give gifts.

| would like to speak about a few “GIFTS THAT MONEY CANNOT BUY”.

Money cannot buy the gift of TIME. | mean, time for one another. This Christmas give more
time to our children, spouse, friends, or loved ones. The gift of time may be the most valuable
gift you can give. (Col. 4:5)

Money cannot buy the gift of FORGIVENESS. If you have ever been wronged then you know
how it hurts. Think back—how awfully Jesus was wronged. Yet Jesus said “Father “forgive
them (Luke 23:24) and | know in my heart | have to forgive too, because Jesus told me too.
(Matt. 6:12).

Money cannot buy KINDNESS. God tells us to give. (Rom. 12:10) Be kind and affectionate.
The world is rough and tough, we have plenty of that, but kindness is in short supply. Look
around and you will find someone who needs a little kindness.

Money cannot buy the gift of LOVE. You cannot go to the store and buy a can of love. Love
isn’t love until you give it away. Start giving this gift at Christmas and carry it on all year long.
Be Godlike and give the gift of love.

CURRENT RESIDENT or

Money cannot buy the gift of FAITHFULNESS. This brings to mind the faithful that never miss
a church service or church activity, if possible. They bring their smiling faces as living
sacrifices to the LORD'S house. They set examples for all of us to learn from. A few that
stand out to me are, Helen Wilson, Jackie Nettles, Jack Tull, and Fred Garvin.

Now the big one!!ll Money cannot buy the gift of SALVATION. The Apostle Paul tells us that
“The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) While salvation
is a gift, and is free, it does not mean that it did not cost something.

Peter tells us how much our salvation cost when he declares, (Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold: But with precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” (1Peter 1:18-19)

So, go out and give some of these wonderful gifts this Christmas season.
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Naples, FL 34113

Isles of Capri
(239) 642-6233

| can't quit this letter without mentioning how wonderful our Christmas Cantata and the
Children’s Christmas program were this year. | can't say enough for all the hard work,
planning, and time that our young people and adults spent in order to share it with you. Be
sure you tell them how much you enjoyed their programs.  Remember that both programs
were selfless gifts of love to you and to our Lord.

See you on the mission field,
Bill H. Gepford & the Missions Team

Attendance & Offering Report

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING

December 3™ 518 $11,588.14
December 10t 429 $19,037.47
December 17 486 $22,906.00

December 24t 957 $24,012.50
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Dear Church Family,

2018 is just around the corner. I hope 2017 was filled
with good things for you and your family.

I want to encourage you to make 2018 a year in which
you do more for others, grow closer to Jesus and strengthen
and encourage the place you call your church home.

The Body of Christ needs your prayers, your hands,
your feet, your voice, and your heart. I am extremely
grateful for your tireless love and support of CCC.

May God enrich you as you have enriched others.

Keep Jesus in everything you do!

I want to encourage everyone to attend one of our
small groups. Please check the bulletin for more info on a

group that will fit your needs.
Love Pastor Curt

Women’s Ministry
Tabitha Dawes, Director

Ladies..mark your calendars now for our annual
Women's Conference on Capri on Saturday, January 20th.
We are welcoming back to our stage Wendy Fitzgerald
from the If Then Move Ministry. Wendyis a dynamic
teacher & storyteller.

Tickets are $10 and will be available starting this
Sunday. You may also stop by the church office during
office hours throughout the week to get your tickets. Cost
includes the Conference, jewelry craft, & a fabulous
luncheon. Doors open at 11AM.

YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY,

Caprikidz N-5th Grade
Babies: Available during all adult services

PreK: Jesus can do anything

Class 11:15 AM

Midway 6-7PM

26™ - Caprikidz Family Bounce (Time TBA)

K-5th Grade: Commitment

Class 11:15 AM

Midway 6-7PM

26th - Caprikidz Family Bounce (Time TBA)

Memos: *Please plan on joining Caprikidz for our first trip to bounce as
a Caprikidz family. We are working to set up a few rooms that we can
occupy. Don’t miss the fun and chance to connect with other families in
our ministry. Please have in mind a family to invite with you!

Capristudents 6-12th Grade: Playing with fire: A guide on how to use
your words.

6th - HS/JH Hang 7-11PM @ Church

7th—IP/ Youth Group

14th — IP 2:45-4PM Activity Night

21st — IP/Sign Up Deadline/ Youth Group 4-6PM

28th - 64 to Grayson Concert /IP 3-5PM

IMPACT Practice Sundays 2:45PM-4PM
Lely Lunch Friday’s 11:43

MICMS Lunch 11:17

Movie Mornings, Sundays 10AM
Church, Sundays 9AM, 11:15AM

Youth Group, Sundays 4-6PM

Memos:

*Impact is Feb 8-10th. If you plan on attending this conference please be
sure to have your $40 in by Feb 4th and to sign up by Jan 21st. Also be
an active participant in practices.

*This month we will be talking about how students can use their words
affectively and how their negative and hurtful words have an impact on
others around them.

*Please let us know if there is anyway that we can assist you in knowing
what is happening at church or if there is a way we can help you and
your family. It is a blessing to work with each student involved in our
student and children's ministries and we adore each of them! Happy
New Year!

Love Others

Up Coming Events

e Prayer Shawl Ministry
Meets at the church every Thursday afternoon
at 1:00 p.m. We would love to have you join
us. If you have any questions, a member of this
ministry is in the Prayer Shawl room after each
service.

o  Grief Support Group
Meets at the church every Friday mornings at
10:00 a.m. If you are going through a difficult
time, come join us. Any questions, please
contact Jackie Nettles (260-414-8646) or Kris
Kugler (720-539-5614).

e Philip’s Ministries Monthly Luncheon
Wednesday, January 17%, 2018 at 12’Noon
here at the church. This month’s theme is a
Salad Luncheon and Purse exchange. Please
bring a gently used purse to exchange. For
more information please call hostesses: Jean
Schultz (574-850-4526), Ann Cascio (609-488-
4122), Carly Knight (239-394-0216), and Pat
Bactzel (401-225-9084).

e Capri Christian Church Annual Garage Sale
Saturday, January 27%, 2018 at 8:00 a.m. Bring
in items for garage sale on Thursday, January
25" and Friday, January 26,

e All-Church Dinner
Sunday, January 21%, 2018 after the 11:15 a.m.
service. Please sign-up to bring side dishes.
Sign-up sheet is located in the Welcome Center

area.
98.9" WGUF
NAPLES' FM TALK

Don'’t forget to listen to Capri’s Radio Program “HOPE
FOR FREE” every Sunday morning at 8am. Each
week Pastor Curt & Pastor Steven share a lot of
laughter, words of inspiration, & interview different
people who share their message of hope. If you miss it
on the radio you can find the show on our church
website by going to:

http://caprichristianchurch.org/ministries/worship/ra
dio-show/

2018 Major Events
January 20%..... Women’s Conference
January 27% ..... CCC Garage Sale
January 28% ..... Concert 64 to Grayson
February 2" ..... Sold Out Concert

Serve Others

JanuaryBirthday &
2 Charlotte Pollara
3 Anne Neighbors
4 Genifer Tower
Joyce Spano
Kathleen Connolly
6 Joy Teague
Lin Beugel
10 Bill Newton
Lin Beugel
12 Kelsea Whitmore
13 Hunter Pollara
Kyle Pollara
15 Laurel Williamson
17 Jacob Schneller
18 Ann Downs
Carolyn McDonald
19 Bob Risley
25 John Tucker
26 Michael Hackett
27 Peggy Camille
30 Imogene Gatewood

U(fl)/ EDDING

JanuaryAnniversaries

18 Bruce & Joanne Zboray

22 Ron & Joyce Spano
24 Douglas & Joan
Louderback
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